Quality glasses custom made to your prescription
from including lenses

We stock DESIGNER glasses from complete

Bench.
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Order online at : www.specs2see.com

Enquires to : info@specs2see.com
Tellfax : 0208 4248286

Shanti Prathna

The Community Needs You
D.M.M. Of U.K requires new Commit-
tee Members and volunteers to take

the Mandal to new heights. We require

highly motivated and committed mem-
bers to join our team. You should be
able to dedicate some of your time to-
wards your community.

You will need to be able to offer your
skills be it professional or from a hobby
that you enjoy. Advisory or consultative
contributions are also welcomed. The
Mandal is only as good as its members
and each and every member should
contribute in some way. The forthcom-
ing AGM is an ideal opportunity to join
the committee, have your say and
make a difference.

Our Shanti Prathna book which contains prathnas and bhajans that are performed at bereavement within Darji community requires printing
again. This will now include prathnas and bhajans written in English for the young within the family who can also follow and sing them. 500
copies need to be printed. Community members who wish to sponsor should express their interest to Mr Thakorbhai Bhagat (07973210799)

or Mr Pravinbhai Jivan (07951850727).

In order that the hall is used to its maximum to benefit the community, the committee would like to offer its use free of charge for:

1. Shanti Prathna only for 2 hours or

2. Shanti Prathna and Barmu Termu or Sadadi (Beswanu) all in the same session for 3 hours.

Obituaries

Since the last publication of Darji Voice in May 2008, the DMM of UK was informed of the passing away of the following community members.

The DMM of UK sends their condolences and sympathies to their families

Names

Mr Kantilal Dayaram Tailor of Edmonton, London
Mr Shashikant Vasanjee Motiram of Whetstone, London
Mr Vrajlal Mulji Tailor of Kenton, Middlesex

Mr Gamanbhai Narandas Vakharia of Hendon, London

Mr Natwarlal Vallabhdas Bhagalia of Leyton, London

Mr Mohanlal Bhikhabhai Degamia of Finchley, London

Miss Bhavisai Rameshbhai Tailor of liford

Mr Kantibhai Vallabhbhai Tailor of Palmers Green, London
Mr Ishverbhai Vallabhbhai Tailor of New Southgate, London

Date Passed Away

15 July 2008

31 October 2008

9 November 2008
17 November 2008
2 January 2009

8 January 2009

1 February 2009
13 February 2009
20 February 2009

If you would like the name of your beloved family member to be included in the Darji Voice, please forward all the details to Thakorbhai
Bhagat (thakor333@vyahoo.co.uk). This is open to all the members of the Darji community in the UK. If you wish to place memorials in the fu-

ture issues, please contact Thakorbhai Bhagat for details.
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Darji Mitra Mandal of the UK

Dear Members,

It is almost a year since last AGM and it has been another eventful year. There has been overwhelming support for the Mandal in their pursuit to bring
together and enhance our community. The Mandal is now much stronger and stable than ever before, both from a financial footing and also from the
increasing support of the community members. We now have a wider spectrum of the community participating in our functions. In line with our mis-
sion statement and plans, we have continued to make investment to improve our hall.

The team has worked tirelessly to organize and improve the various events and activities that have now become the foundation and expectation of our
community members. We have had a tremendous amount of fun with you at our various functions and your support continues to inspire us to do more.

However, there still remains a lot to do hence we need new committee members and additional volunteers with fresh ideas and enthusiasm to take
this Mandal to new heights. We need to concentrate on improving our hall space and facilities. We need to continue to encourage and maintain our
youth, children and elderly participation.

We start this year with worries about the dire economic climate and worries about the future. Whilst we all need to be careful and prudent, we as a
community should come together and fight the situation and gain strength from the friendship of your fellow community members. Let us be positive
and continue on our journey together

Community News

Hall

We have continued to improve our hall. We have decorated the hall and have purchased new chairs. The chairs have transformed our functions and
have been well received by hall hirers. We would like to thank all the sponsors as we have now 2/3rd of the chairs sponsored. We now have a functional
office with broadband communications and are progressing our register marriage offering. We are looking now at our pricing structure to attract hall
hiring during the week to increase our hall income.

Our focus now is to look at plans for an extension to our hall to provide additional space to increase the revenue and also to provide our community
with better facilities. We are at a very early stage and will discuss more at our AGM this year.

Diwali get-together
Mouth watering dishes brought by all who attended, a spectacular fire work display along with a very high turnout despite the rain marked Diwali at the
Darji Pavilion. Overall a brilliant start to the Hindu New Year.

To help raise awareness of the Mandal we want to hear your news - matrimonial, births, achievements.
To give us your feedback and receive new issues regularly, please send your details by email to bharat.t.tailor@bt.com

The Darji Voice is published about four times a year and is distributed to the community throughout UK.



T:ire & Ice Show 2008 - The Breakthrough!

A spectacular, impressive and colourful show took place at our Darji Hall last November. All the young talented performers worked ex-
tremely hard over the summer holidays rehearsing to put together a wonderful show! The talent that was portrayed made parents, friends
and the audience immensely proud seeing the youth exhibit so much energy in their performances.

The Fire & Ice Team are a true inspiration to the rest of the youth showing us that they are capable of producing and managing a quality
performance in front of an audience of over 200.
DMMUK wishes the Fire & Ice team continued success, and would congratulate all the participants and all the people who put in the hard
work in producing a brilliant, outstanding and magnificent show.

Childrens Christmas Party

Santa arrived to a packed Pavilion with gifts for children who disguised
themselves in fancy dress.

The children amused themselves with fun filled games, activities and
a stunning magic show.

Friday Club

Our ever so popular Friday Club has become a must attend event for
lots of people. Since our last publications we had Bollywood theme
night and a Valentine theme night with the live band.

New Years Eve

2009 was welcomed with a fantastic celebration at the Pavilion. A full
house danced in to the New Year with lively music and delicious cur-
ry. When the clock struck twelve the atmosphere turned celebratory
with attendees wishing each other a Happy New Year.
Unfortunately we had to disappoint lots of people as this annual
event which is always over subscribed, but those who were present
had immense fun. This event was enjoyed by community members of
all ages.

Forth Coming Events
Holi

All those who attended last year’s Holi event would tell you how
much they enjoyed throwing colours at each other whilst dancing to
some great Holi numbers from Bollywood movies. This year we give
you another opportunity to celebrate this great festival at the Pavil-
ion on Friday 13t March 2009. Please contact Mina Tailor on
Mina_1976@hotmail.com for tickets. Adults - £10.00 and children
under 14 - £7.00

Matrimonial Event

Organised for the singles in the community to seek a lifetime partner
by marriage at The Darji Pavilion on Saturday 11" April, this event
will provide an informal, relaxed and comfortable ambience for the
eligible. Please fill in the enclosed form to enable us to facilitate the
proceedings on the day.

AGM

This Year’s Annual General Meeting of the Mandal will be held on
Monday 13th of April at 3.00pm. We request all Community mem-
bers to attend and have a say in matters of the Mandal. The present
committee has put in a lot of hard work and put the Mandal on the
right path. We now seek more members and volunteers to join the
team and fuel the progress with their talent and skills. If you think
you have the necessary inclination to join the committee we request
you to complete the enclosed form and send it to us.

We would also like to remind you to renew your membership for
April 2009 — March 2010 by 30t June 2009 to avoid the risk of not
getting your Navratri season tickets.

Donations

Our community could benefit like a number of other organisations
that receive a regular income from its community members via do-
nations though salary. If 500 members were to donate just £5.00
every month, our monthly mortgage payment would be covered and
the rest of the money could be used for improving our hall and for
the benefit of our community by introduction of various schemes like
scholarships, interest free student loans, activities for pensioners
etc. If you feel you can make such contribution please contact our
treasury team Shilaben or Umeshbhai.

Prize Draw

We had only five entries to the prize draw mentioned in the June
2008 edition for youngsters who sat their GCSE's last year. The win-
ner of the £100 book voucher is Reena Arvindbhai Tailor of Kenton,
Harrow.

Pride Of Our Community

Ishwerbhai Tailor was born in Kenya in 1951 the eldest son of Dullabh-
bhai Govind Tailor from Kathor India. In 1966 the family who came to
England, firstly to London and then to Preston where Ishwer was
brought up and educated.

After 18 years in engineering and almost as long involved in voluntary
work within the community, a career switch was made and Ishwerbhai
became the Employment Liaison Officer with Lancashire Enterprise
Ltd, the economic development arm of the Lancashire County Council.
In this role he was charged with encouraging and engaging ethnic
minority companies and helping them into mainstream business,
mainly through the use of customised training packages. During this
time through training he became a business advisor and helped many
people set up their own businesses. He is an associate member of the
Institute of Business consulting. Whilst the role has developed over
the years and there have been many changes, Ishwerbhai has re-
mained in this type of work for some 22 years. He has recently joined
the Lancashire County Development Ltd as the Business Inclusion
Manager and has been extensively been engaged in the development
of social enterprises.

He still works within the community and is President of the Gujarat
Hindu Society, an organisation which has flourished and grown. He
was a prime mover in developing the new £4 million temple and
community centre in Preston. To raise funds for this, many community
events and activities were organised, and this experience of
“community motivation” is still a part of the ethos behind the activities
that take place at the centre.

Ishwerbhai has served as a magistrate for 22 years, was a member of
the board of Preston Racial Equality Council, and is a member of the
Preston Mela Committee. He is also secretary of the Lancashire Black
& Minority Ethnic Pact (BME) an umbrella organisation for voluntary
groups in Lancashire.

At National level, Ishwerbhai is the President of the Hindu Forum of
Britain which the largest umbrella organisation representing Hindus.

He was awarded the MBE for his work in Race Relations in 2003

In 2004 he was made the Deputy Lieutenant of Lancashire by Lord
Shuttleworth, Lord Lieutenant of Lancashire in recognition for out
standing community work in the County of Lancashire.

Recently his dedicated voluntary work has also been recognised by the
University of Central Lancashire who honoured him with a Fellowship
of the University for the Development of the Gujarat Hindu Society.

Ishwerbhai is a family man with three adult children he recognises
the contribution from his family, friends and colleagues to his
achievement.

DMMUK is proud to recognise Iswerbhai’s work and achievement. He
is probably the only Darji member to be awarded MBE and this is a
shining example of what can be achieved with determination and hard
work for our community members
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Monday To Saturday
11.00am To 8.00pm
Sales Ofﬁce & Take Away Shop

146 Checketts Road, Leicester, LE4 5EQ
Tel: 0116 210 0550 Mobile: 0788 444 3058
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